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Gentlemen, — 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1910,  lam 
glad  to  ^ay  that,  on  the  whole,  the  year  from  a health  point 
of  view  as  been  a satisfactory  one.  The  first  few  months 
of  the  year  were  cold  and  wet  and  we  had  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  chest  diseases,  which,  with  In- 
fluenza more  or  less  prevalent  added  for  the  time  being  to 
our  death-rate.  Our  death-rate  during  these  months  is 
usually  higher  than  at  other  times  of  the  year,  and  chiefly 
from  the  causes  I have  mentioned.  During  the  Summer  and 
Autumn  with  milder  climatic  conditions  prevailing  the 
death-rate  drops  about  one  half.  This  is  the  rule  though 
occasionally  it  is  broken  from  some  special  cause.  About 
the  month  of  April  we  had  our  first  case  of  Scarlet-fever  and 
since  that  time  it  has  been  more  or  less  present  though 
never  very  bad.  The  cases  occurring  have  as  a rule  (with 
the  exception  of  a few  where  it  has  been  severe)  been  of  an 
exceedingly  mild  character  Some  of  those  cases,  where 
means  of  isolation  did  not  exist,  or  where  some  particular 
cause  rendered  it  desirable,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  During  the  year  16  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Galemire.  Nothing  else  of  importance 
in  infectious  diseases  occurred,  though  a certain  number  of 
cases  of  Whooping-cough  appeared  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
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During  the  year  87  deaths  arose  in  the  whole  district, 
giving  a general  death-rate  of  13.8  per  1000  per  annum. 
The  general  death-rate  for  th*  previous  year  was  15.55. 
The  average  death-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  15.2. 
The  births  during  the  year  numbered  176 — 101  Boys  and 
75  Girls, — giving  rise  to  a birth-rate  of  27.93  Per  i°°°  per 
annum.  The  birth-rate  for  the  last  year  was  31.9.  The 
average  birth-rate  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  28.7 

The  deaths  under  5 years  of  age,  amount  to  30,  giving 
a death-rate  of  4.7  per  1000  per  annum.  The  corresponding 
death-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  5.8.  Under  the  age  of 
one  year  19  deaths  arose  in  the  whole  district,  giving  an  in- 
fantile death-rate  of  3.01  per  1000  per  annum.  The  corres- 
ponding death-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  3.6. 

It  will  be  seen  from  a survey  of  these  figures  that  the 
year  has  been  a satisfactory  one.  The  general  death-rate 
is  lower  than  last  year,  and  lower  than  the  average  of  the 
last  10  years.  The  births  are,  however,  lower  than  last  year, 
and  also  slightly  under  the  average  for  the  last  10  years.  In 
regard  to  the  births  for  1009  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  that 
they  were  exceptionally  high,  higher  than  they  had  been  for 
the  14  years  previous.  The  deaths  in  children  under  5 years 
of  age  were  lower  than  the  previous  year,  as  were  also  the 
deaths  under  1 year.  It  is  always  pleasant  to  be  able  to 
record  a low  general  death-rate,  but  it  is  specially  pleasant 
when  that  applies  also  to  the  infantile  death-rate. 

Under  Table  III.  “Cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified’’ 
74  cases  occurred  in  the  whole  district.  Of  these  66  were 
cases  of  Scarlatina,  2 Diphtheria  including  Membranous 
Croup,  5 Erysipelas,  and  1 Enteric  Fever.  Of  the  66  cases 
of  Scarlatina  54  occurred  at  Egremont,  3 at  Moor  Row  and 
Scalegill,  and  q at  Bigrigg.  'The  5 cases  of  Erysipelas  and 
the  case  of  Enteric  Fever  all  occurred  at  Egremont. 


I now  proceed  to  give  the  vital  statistics  of  the  various 
localities  into  which  the  district  is  divided. 

EGREMONT. 

Fifty-two  of  the  87  deaths  occurred  at  Egremont,  giving 
to  it  a death-rate  of  12.38  per  1000  per  annum.  In  the  pre- 
vious year  the  death-rate  was  12.6.  Of  the  52  deaths  13 
occurred  in  children  under  1 year,  6 between  1 and  5 years, 
1 between  5 and  15  years,  1 between  15  and  25  years,  iS 
between  25  and  65  years,  and  13  at  65  years  and  upwards. 
Nineteen  deaths  occurred  in  Children  under  5 years,  giving 
an  infantile  death-rate  of  4.5  per  1000  per  annum.  The  in- 
fantile death-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  similiar. 
Thirteen  deaths  occurred  at  65  years  and  upwards,  giving  a 
senile  death-rate  of  3.09  against  one  of  3.3  the  previous 
year. 

MOOR  ROW  and  SCALEGILL. 

At  Moor  Row  and  Scalegill  16  of  the  87  deaths  occurr- 
ed, giving  to  these  places  a death-rate  10.95  per  1000  per 
annum.  For  the  previous  year  the  death-rate  was  15.7.  Of 
the  16  deaths  3 occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  1 year, 
3 between  1 and  5 years,  none  between  5 and  15  years,  none 
between  15  and  25  years,  6 between  25  and  65  years,  and  4 
at  65  years  and  upwards.  Six  deaths  occurred  in  children 
under  5 years  of  age,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of  4.1. 
Last  year  the  infantile  death-rate  was  similar.  At  65  years 
and  upwards  the  4 deaths  give  a senile  death-rate  of  2.7 
against  4.1  the  previous  year. 

BIGRIGG. 

Of  the  87  deaths  19  occurred  at  Bigrigg,  giving  to  it  a 
death-rate  of  29.68  per  1000  per  annum.  Last  year  the 
death  rate  was  34.3.  Of  the  19  deaths  3 occurred  in  child- 
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ren  under  i year,  2 between  1 and  5 years,  1 between  5 and 
15  years,  1 between  15  and  25  years,  4 between  25  and  65 
years,  and  8 at  65  years  and  upwards.  Under  the  age  of  5 
years  5 deaths  arose,  giving  an  infantile  death-rate  of  7.8. 
Last  year  the  infantile  death-rate  was  18.9.  The  8 deaths 
at  65  years  and  upwards  give  a senile  death-rate  of  12.5 
against  one  of  4.6  the  previous  years. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

In  regard  to  this  Act  1 have  to  point  out,  as  I have 
previously  done  in  one  of  my  Monthly  Reports,  that  we  are 
short  of  the  number  of  houses  required  to  accommodate  the 
people  properly.  In  consequence  of  this  there  is  a degree 
of  overcrowding  not  conducive  to  the  general  health  of  the 
community.  It  has  also  led  to  the  smaller  and  poorer 
houses  being  occupied  by  working  men  with  families,  al- 
though they  are  not  in  any  way  suitable  for  such  occupants. 
There  are  also  a considerable  number  of  men  working  in 
the  district  who  are  compelled  to  live  out  of  it  because  of 
their  inability  to  procure  house  accommodation.  The  only 
remedy  for  this  state  of  matters  is  to  build  a number  of  New 
Houses,  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  population.  If 
this  were  done  workmen  with  families  would  have  a chance 
of  proper  accommodation,  and  the  smaller  and  poorer 
houses,  left  for  those  for  whom  they  are  suitable.  In  every 
town  especially  an  old  town  like  Egremont,  there  are  of 
course  a considerable  number  of  small  and  poor  houses,  but 
these  houses  if  put  into  a sanitary  condition,  are  quite  suit- 
able for  a certain  class  of  people  viz:-  Widows  and  Old 
Couples  of  slender  means.  Indeed  we  require  houses  of 
this  class  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  classes  of  the 
community.  There  is  as  much  need  to  accommodate  this 
class  as  well  as  the  wage  earning  and  better-to-do  class.  I 
know  there  is  a difficulty  in  procuring  Land  for  Building 
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Sites  on  account  of  Mining  Operations  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  I hope  the  Council  will  overcome  those  difficult- 
ies and  attain  the  object  desired. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS’  ACT. 

These  places  have  again  been  visited  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  and  myself.  There  is  a considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  Dairies  arid  Cowsheds  in  our  District  in  recent 
years,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  that  improvement  has  been 
maintained.  In  several  places  where,  on  our  last  visit,  we 
recommended  increased  lighting  and  ventilation,  the  alter- 
ations have  been  carried  out.  I recommend  the  Council  in 
all  new  byres  erected,  to  enforce  the  requisite  amount  of 
air  space  per  animal.  There  is  still  a tendency  to  give  too 
little  air-space  per  animal,  and  if  we  make  sure  of  having  the 
new  byres  right  in  this  respect,  the  difficulty  ought  to  be- 
come less  and  less  as  time  goes  on.  The  great  object  in 
carrying  out  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds’  Act  is  to  procure 
the  distribution  of  clean  and  the  abolition  of  tuberculous 
milk.  By  strict  attention  to  cleanliness  in  every  form,  it 
ought  not  to  be  difficult  to  attain  the  former  object,  but  it 
is  not  so  easy  to  effect  the  abolition  of  the  tubercle  ba- 
cilli in  the  milk  distributed  to  the  public.  Of  course  it  is 
well  known  that  the  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  is  derived  from 
animals  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  I do  not  see  how  we 
are  even  to  approach  a solution  of  this  question,  unless  the 
County  Council  or  the  Government  appoint  Veterinary 
Surgeons  to  inspect  periodically  the  dairy  cows  all  over  the 
country,  excluding  from  the  herd  every  cow  suffering 
from  tuberculosis,  especially  those  having  tuberculous  ud- 
ders. That  in  my  opinion  is  the  first  step  to  be  taken  in 
this  crusade  against  tuberculous  milk.  No  matter  how 
good  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  byres  may  be,  if  tuber- 
culous cows  are  allowed  to  live  in  them  you  cannot  expect 
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anything  but  tuberculous  milk  I am  quite  sure  that  suc- 
cess can  only  be  attained  by  adopting  a method  of  this  kind, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

All  these  places  have  been  visited  by  the  Inspecter  of  Nuis- 
ances and  myself  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
There  are  23  places  in  all  coming  under  this  head  in  our 
district.  They  are  chiefly  Workshops  and  Workplaces,  most 
of  them  Dressmaking  Establishments,  and  a few  small  fac- 
tories. In  all  these  places  we  have  attended  to  the  air-space, 
ventilation,  lighting,  cleanliness,  and  drainage.  There  are 
no  underground  Bakehouses,  and  no  out-workers  in  our 
district.  An  abstract  of  the  Act  is  posted  up  in  each  place, 
showing  the  maximum  number  of  workers  allowable  in 
proportion  to  cubic  space. 

During  the  year  I have  presented  12  Monthly  Reports 
to  the  Council  giving  vital  statistics,  and  dealing  with 
other  matters  requiring  to  be  attended  to.  A Systematic 
Inspection  of  the  whole  district  has  been  made  by  the 
Nuisance  Inspector  and  myself,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that 
we  found  everything  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Privies 
have  now  been  practically  abolished  and  Water-closets 
substituted,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a much  nicer  condition 
of  matters.  During  the  year  the  Nuisance  Inspector  has 
given  76  verbal  notices,  and  39  printed  ones,  all  of  which 
have  been  or  are  being  attended  to.  The  Sewers  continue  to 
act  efficiently.  The  Water  supply  is  good  in  quality  but 
deficient  in  quantity,  and  I trust  that  means  may  be  devised 
by  which  it  may  be  increased. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &c,, 

GEORGE  CALDE  RWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  following  Tables  have  been  complied  lo  enable  the  Council 
to  see  at  a glance  important  matters. 

BIRTHS. 

176  or  27.93  per  1000  per  annum. 

DEATHS. 

87  or  13.8  per  1000  per  annum. 

Deaths  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

30  or  4.7  per  1000  per  annum. 


Showing  the  percentage  of  Infant  and 
Senile  Deaths. 

Deaths  under  1 year — 19  or  3.01  per  1000  per  annum. 
Deaths  at  65  years  and  upwards — 25  or  3.96  per  1000  per  annum. 


Showing  the  Deaths  from  the  Ten  Principle 
Zymotic  Diseases. 

5 or  .79  per  1000  per  annum. 


Smallpox  ..  ...  ...  0 

Scarlatina  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  ..  1 

Typhus  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentry  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  0 

Puerperal  ...  ...  ...  0 
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Showing  the  'Death-Rate  in  the  Separate 
Localities. 

Kgremont — 52  or  12.38  per  1000  per  annum. 

Moor  Row  and  Scalegill — 16  or  10.95  per  1000  per  annum. 

Bigrigg— 19  or  29.68  per  1000  per  annum. 


Showing  the  Zymotic  Death-Rate  in  the 
Separate  Localities. 

Egremont — 4 or  .95  per  1000  per  annum. 

Moor  Row  and  Scalegill — 1 or  .684  per  1000  per  annum. 

Bigrigg — 0 or  nil  per  1000  per  annum. 


Showing  the  Death,  Birth,  and  Zymotic  rate  since  1885. 
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